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1
VEHICLE SEAT PROTECTOR

This application claims priority to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/840,716, filed Mar. 15, 2013, now U.S. Pat. No.
8,870,283 B2; the contents of which are hereby incorporated
by reference herein in their entirety into this disclosure.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to protective seat covers for vehicle
seats for use in combination with a child safety car seat.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, a vehicle protective seat cover for use under
a child safety car seat is provided. The cover includes at least
a seat cover bottom panel having upper and lower opposed
surfaces. Frictional grip pads are attached to the lower pro-
tective panel. The frictional grip pads include four upper
grippers sized and positioned so that child safety car seats of
various sizes overlap all four of the upper grippers at least in
part. The upper grippers are configured so as to protrude
above the upper surface. The frictional grip pads additionally
include four lower grippers configured so as to protrude
below the lower surface.

In another aspect, a vehicle protective seat cover for use
under a child safety car seat is provided. The cover includes at
least a seat cover bottom panel having upper and lower
opposed surfaces. The seat cover bottom panel is generally
rectangular and has four corners and a center. Four apertures
are formed in the seat cover bottom panel, the apertures being
sized and positioned so that child safety car seats of various
sizes overlap all four of the apertures at least in part. Corre-
spondingly, four frictional grip pads are configured so as to be
retained in respective ones of the apertures and sized so as to
protrude above the seat cover bottom panel upper surface and
below the s seat cover bottom panel lower surface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1is athree-dimensional view, generally from the right
front, of a first vehicle protective seat cover embodiment of
the invention, laid out flat;

FIG. 2 is an exploded three-dimensional view of the cover
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates the seat cover of FIG. 1 generally in its
in-use position, but partly exploded to illustrate frictional grip
pads;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the manner in
which the frictional grip pads are retained within apertures in
the lower protective panel of the seat cover of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is an in-use and assembled view of the seat cover of
FIG. 1, and alternatively illustrates frictional grip pads
attached top and bottom to the seat cover bottom panel;

FIG. 6 is a three-dimensional view, generally from the left
front, of a second vehicle protective seat cover embodying the
invention;

FIG. 7 is a three-dimensional view, in the same orientation
as FIG. 1, of a third vehicle protective seat cover embodying
of the invention; and

FIG. 8 illustrates the protective seat cover of FIG. 7 in an
in-use configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring first to FIGS. 1-5, a first vehicle protective seat
cover 10 embodying the invention includes a seat cover bot-
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tom protective panel 12 having upper and lower opposed
surfaces 14 and 16, as well as a seat cover back protective
panel 18 hingedly attached to the seat bottom protective panel
12 at a narrower flexible portion 20. The back panel 18 can
fold down and flat for shipping.

In the embodiment 10 of FIGS. 1-5, the seat cover bottom
panel 12 and attached back panel 18, by way of example and
not limitation, are thermoformed together as a unitary base
22. An appearance binding 24 surrounds the unitary base 22,
conforming to the periphery thereof. The seat cover bottom
panel 12, back panel 18 and narrower portion 20 are made of
a conventional plastic material, typically thermoformed, of
sufficient rigidity to have a defined shape, and yet permit
flexing in the narrower portion 20. A protective layer (not
shown) is provided on the entire upper surface, particularly to
withstand kicks ofa child in a rear-facing child safety car seat.

For securing the back panel 18, a headrest strap 26 is
provided, including left and right straps 28 and 30 joined by
conventional side squeeze clip elements 32 and 34, respec-
tively.

In the seat cover 10 embodiment of FIGS. 1-5, the seat
cover bottom panel 12 includes a flexible extending front
portion 36 thermoformed as part of the unitary base 22. Dur-
ing use, the front portion 36 extends over the edge of a vehicle
seat (not shown), but otherwise the seat cover bottom panel 12
is generally rectangular with four corners 40, 42, 44 and 46, as
well as a center 48.

For appearance and stiffening, a channel-like rib 50
extends across the seat cover bottom panel 12, through the
center 48 and another peripheral rib structure 52 extends
around the seat cover bottom panel 12. To contain spills,
crumbs as well as liquids, the seat cover bottom panel 12
additionally has a peripheral raised rim 54.

The back panel 18 similarly has channel-like ribs 58 and 60
extending across, as well as a peripheral rib structure 62.

For enhanced frictional gripping of a child safety car seat
(not shown) the vehicle protective seat cover 10 has four
apertures 70, 72, 74 and 76 in the seat cover bottom panel 12.
The apertures 70, 72, 74 and 76 are located generally near
respective corners 40, 42, 44 and 46 but, in any event, are
sized and positioned so that child car safety seats of various
sizes overlap all four of the apertures 70, 72,74 and 76 at least
in part when a child safety car seat (not shown) is placed in
position.

In the seat cover 10 of the first embodiment of FIGS. 1-5,
the apertures 70, 72, 74 and 76 are generally slotted in con-
figuration, and each extends from a point near one of the
respective corners 40, 42, 44 and 46 towards the center 48. In
the illustrated embodiment, the apertures 70, 72, 74 and 76
have a slight “keyhole” configuration, with respective circu-
lar portions 80, 82, 84 and 86 near the corners 40, 42, 44 and
46.

Four frictional grip pads 90,92, 94 and 96 are configured so
as to be retained in respective ones of the apertures 70, 72, 74
and 76. The individual grip pads 90, 92, 94 and 96 are sized so
as to protrude slightly above the bottom panel 12 upper sur-
face 14 and below the bottom panel 12 lower surface 16 so
that, during use, an upper part of each frictional grip pad 90,
92, 94 and 96 contacts the child safety car seat, and a lower
part of each frictional grip pad 90, 92, 94 and 96 contacts the
vehicle seat. The frictional grip pads 90, 92, 94 and 96 are
resilient, and also provide frictional engagement with both
the child safety car seat above and the vehicle seat below.
Suitable materials for the frictional grip pads 90, 92, 94 and
96 are silicone rubber, and similar materials such as thermo-
plastic elastomer (TPE), also known as thermoplastic rubber
(TPR).
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During use, the weight of a child safety car seat is not
distributed evenly but, rather, is concentrated on the frictional
grip pads 90, 92, 94 and 96 protruding above the upper surface
14 and below the lower surface 16.

FIG. 4 in particular illustrates the manner in which the
frictional pads 90, 92, 94 and 96 are retained within the
respective apertures 70, 72, 74 and 76. Representative fric-
tional grip pad 90 has a lower extending flange portion 98,
which extends below the lower surface 16 of the seat cover
bottom panel 12, and an upper extending portion 100 of lesser
extent in the illustrated embodiment, which extends above the
upper surface 14 of the seat cover bottom panel 12. The upper
extending portion 100 has a pair of lips 102 and 104 so that the
lips 102 and 104 and the lower extending flange portion 98
engage the seat cover bottom panel 12 upper and lower sur-
faces 14 and 16 so as to retain the representative frictional grip
pad 90 in place. A liquid-tight seal is provided, but the rep-
resentative frictional grip pad 90 can be inserted into and
removed from the representative slotted aperture 70 due to
resiliency of the grip pad 90.

As an alternative to the apertures 70, 72,74 and 76, with the
frictional pads 90, 92, 94 and 96 retained within the respective
apertures 70, 72, 74 and 76, the base 22, and the seat cover
bottom panel 12 in particular, can take the form of a fabric or
other body with sewn on or over molded grippers on the seat
cover bottom panel 12 (top and bottom), and no apertures.
Thus, FIG. 5 alternatively may be viewed as illustrating fric-
tional grip pads in general attached to the seat cover bottom
panel 12. In the more specific alternative embodiment
described in this paragraph, the generalized frictional grip
pads include four upper grippers (visible upper grippers 90,
92, 94 and 96 in FIG. 5) sized and positioned so that child
safety car seats of various sizes overlap all four of the upper
grippers 90, 92, 94 and 96 at least in part. The upper grippers
90, 92, 94 and 96 are configured so as to protrude above the
upper surface 14. The generalized frictional grip pads addi-
tionally include four lower grippers configured so as to pro-
trude below the lower surface 16. The lower grippers are not
visible in the orientation of FIG. 5, being hidden on the
underside, but have the same appearance as the upper grippers
90, 92, 94 and 96. Thus it will be appreciated that the fric-
tional grip pads may be all one piece as is illustrated in FIG.
4, or the frictional grip pads may each have separate upper and
lower grippers. Again, during use, the weight of a child safety
car seat is not distributed evenly but, rather, is concentrated on
the grip pads protruding above the upper surface 14 and below
the lower surface 16.

FIG. 6 illustrates another seat cover 110 embodying the
invention, differing from the seat cover 10 of FIGS. 1-5 in
that, rather than having an extending front portion 36 (molded
as part of the unitary base 22), the seat cover 110 includes a
front portion 136 of fabric netting, which may include pock-
ets.

Finally, FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate a third seat cover 210
embodying the invention. The seat cover 210 differs from the
seat cover 10 in that the back panel 218 is of lesser vertical
extent, and apertures 270, 272, 274 and 276 are circular rather
than slotted. Nevertheless, the apertures 270 in the seat bot-
tom 212 are sized and positioned so that child safety car seats
of'various sizes overlap all four of the apertures 270, 272,274
and 276 at least in part.

Correspondingly, circular frictional grip pads 290, 292,
294 and 296 are provided and fit into the circular apertures
270,272,274 and 276 and function in the same manner as the
elongated frictional grip pads 90, 92, 94 and 96 described
hereinabove.
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While specific embodiments of the invention have been
illustrated and described herein, it is realized that numerous
modifications and changes will occur to those skilled in the
art. It is therefore to be understood that the appended claims
are intended to cover all such modifications and changes as
fall within the true spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle protective seat cover for use under a child
safety car seat, comprising:

a seat cover bottom panel having a lower surface and at

least one aperture; and

at least one frictional grip pad received and secured by the

at least one aperture,

wherein, the at least one frictional grip pad having a lower

flange portion extending below the lower surface of the
seat cover bottom panel, the lower flange providing a
frictional engagement between the seat cover bottom
panel and a vehicle seat.

2. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 1,
further comprising a back protective panel hingedly attached
to the seat cover bottom panel.

3. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 2,
wherein the seat cover bottom panel and the back protective
panel are thermoformed together as a unitary base having a
narrower portion between the seat cover bottom panel and the
back protective panel allowing for a hinged connection.

4. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 3,
further comprising a binding surrounding a periphery of the
unitary base.

5. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 2,
further comprising a strap attached to an upper portion of the
back protective panel.

6. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 2,
wherein at least one of the seat cover bottom panel and the
back protective panel has a rib.

7. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 1,
wherein the seat cover bottom panel has a peripheral raised
rim.

8. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 1,
wherein the seat cover bottom panel has a flexible extending
front portion.

9. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 1,
wherein the at least one frictional grip pad has an upper
extending portion which extends above an upper surface of
the seat cover bottom panel.

10. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 9,
wherein the upper extending portion has a pair of lips, the pair
of lips and the lower flange portion engage the seat cover
bottom panel to secure the at least one frictional grip pad.

11. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 9,
wherein the lower flange portion extends substantially paral-
lel to the seat cover bottom panel and provides a frictional
engagement between the seat cover bottom panel and a
vehicle seat.

12. The vehicle protective seat cover as recited in claim 1,
wherein the at least one frictional grip pad is removable from
the seat cover bottom panel.

13. A vehicle seat protector, comprising:

a seat cover bottom panel having a lower surface and at

least one aperture; and

at least one frictional grip pad received and secured by the

at least one aperture, the at least one frictional grip pad
having a lower flange portion which extends substan-
tially parallel to the seat cover bottom panel, wherein the
lower flange provides a frictional engagement between
the seat cover bottom panel and a vehicle seat.
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14. The vehicle seat protector as recited in claim 13,
wherein the at least one frictional grip pad has an upper
portion having a pair of lips, the pair of lips and the lower
flange portion engaging the seat cover bottom panel to secure
the at least one frictional grip pad.

15. The vehicle seat protector as recited in claim 13, further
comprising a back protective panel hingedly attached to the
seat cover bottom panel.

16. The vehicle seat protector as recited in claim 13,
wherein the seat cover bottom panel has a peripheral raised
rim.

17. The vehicle seat protector as recited in claim 13,
wherein the at least one frictional grip pad is made of elas-
tomer.

18. A protective seat cover for use under a child safety car
seat, comprising:

a seat cover bottom panel having an upper surface, a lower

surface and at least one aperture; and
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atleast one frictional grip pad having a lower flange portion
connected by an intermediate portion to an upper
extending portion, the at least one frictional grip pad
received and secured by the at least one aperture,

wherein the lower flange portion extends below the lower
surface of the seat cover bottom panel and the upper
extending portion which extends above the upper sur-
face of the seat cover bottom panel.

19. The protective seat cover as recited in claim 18,
wherein the lower flange portion extends substantially paral-
lel to the seat cover bottom panel, and provides a frictional
engagement between the seat cover bottom panel and a
vehicle seat.

20. The protective seat cover as recited in claim 18,
wherein the upper portion has a pair of lips, the pair of lips and
the lower flange portion engaging the seat cover bottom panel
to secure the at least one frictional grip pad.
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